
TOWN OF ECKVILLE – COUNCIL MINUTES

Monday, August 23, 2010
Council Chambers

	1.
	Call to Order
	1.0
	Mayor Posti called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Posti, Councillors Gord Ebden, Geoff Humphrey, Scott Kinley, Mitch Krecsy, Grant van Boeschoten, John Walker
Staff:  Administrator Therese Kleeberger, Asst. Admin. Susan Norberg
Press:  Carson Papke

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Delegations
	2.1
	None

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Agenda
Res.287/10
	3.1
	Additional Agenda Items:
5.5 - Terry Fox Run
5.6 - Spray Park Donation Request

11.1- In Camera – Land Issues
Moved by Councillor Krecsy that the agenda be adopted as presented with the amendments.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting – July 26, 2010
Res.288/10
	4.1

	Moved by Councillor Walker that the Minutes of the regular Council meeting of July 26, 2010 be adopted as presented.  Carried.

	 
	 
	
	

	 5.
	Action Items
	
	

	
	Request to Install 2nd Driveway
Res.289/10

	5.1
	A letter was received from a property owner asking permission to install a second driveway at their property located at 4841-49 Avenue.  
Moved by Councillor Kinley that Council approve the request from the property owner to install a second driveway at 4841-49 Avenue subject to the landowner consulting with the Public Works Foreman prior to proceeding.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Fire Department Concerns – Eckville Co-op Fuel Cardlock
Res.290/10


	5.2
	A letter was received from the Fire Chief advising of his concerns with a fuel cardlock service being constructed on 57 Avenue as there are no fire hydrants in that area.  Additionally, he suggested one of the generators and buildings located at the Lift Stations be moved to the Emergency Services Facility when the Lift Station project is completed.
Moved by Councillor Walker that the portable generator be left in the ambulance bay at the Emergency Services Facility and that a building from the Lift Stations not be moved to the Emergency Services Facility, and that a letter be sent to the Fire Chief advising that at the time the NE Industrial Subdivision was developed it did not economically warrant extension of the sewer and water systems.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Medicine Lodge Ski Club – Request for Letter of Support
Res.291/10
	5.3
	A letter was received from the Medicine Lodge Ski Club requesting a letter of support from Eckville Town Council to back up their grant application with the Alberta Lotteries Fund.
Moved by Councillor Walker that Administration send a letter of support to the Medicine Lodge Ski Club for their grant application with the Alberta Lotteries Fund.  Four in favor, three opposed.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Rick McKinnon, Public Works Foreman, entered the meeting at 6:35 p.m.

	
	
	
	

	
	Lift Stations and Forcemain Upgrades Project – Tender Recommendation
Res.292/10
	5.4
	A detailed tender comparison for the Lift Stations and Forcemain Upgrades Project was received from Stantec Consulting Ltd. along with their recommendation.
Moved by Councillor Kinley that the tender for the Lift Stations and Forcemain Upgrades Project be awarded to Timcon Construction Ltd. in the amount of $1,600,798.76 with the directional drill option.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Terry Fox Run
Res.293/10
	5.5
	A letter requesting a donation for the Terry Fox Run, which is being held in Eckville on September 19th, was received from Rob Stevenson.  Mr. Stevenson also requested use of the Town’s barricades to identify the route for the run.
Moved by Councillor Kinley that a letter be sent to Mr. Stevenson offering him  advertising on the Town of Eckville’s communication devices for the Terry Fox Run which is being held in Eckville on September 19, 2010 and also to advise Mr. Stevenson to contact the Public Works Department regarding the use of the Town’s barricades.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Spray Park Donation Request
Res.294/10
	5.6
	A donation request was received from the Eckville Recreation Board for their Hole-in-One Contest which is being held in September to raise funds to build a Spray Park in Eckville.
Moved by Councillor Krecsy that a letter be sent to the Eckville Recreation Board respectfully declining their request for a donation for their Hole-in-One Contest and offering them advertising on the Town of Eckville’s communication devices.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	7.
	Reports
	
	Foreman’s Report

	
	Street Maintenance
	
	I delayed the pavement repairs for a couple of weeks because I thought we would be digging new services at 4840 54 avenue but got away lucky as there are already services there.

I have been trying to get an answer on the Torch-on crosswalks but as of today the fellow from the states has not phoned the supplier or me back. It is getting to be time to redo the crosswalks.                      

	
	Lift Stations
	
	The West Lift Station gave us trouble August 6-8; it ended up being too large of concentration of solids in the Forced Main. We tried everything to get the pumps going but finally we blew air up the Forced Main and then the pumps started to work.

Number 2 pump has a crack in the suction side of the housing around the bolt that tightens the inspection plate. Due to metal fatigue and years of service it finally let go. There has been a temporary patch put over the crack and I am hoping it will last for another 4 months.

Bermac and the Phone Experts were out to fix the alarm system at the East Lift Station as every time the pumps turned on it would send an alarm to the monitoring company telling it the pump was failing. So then they would phone me and I would have to go and check.     

	
	Garbage
	
	Everything is fine. Next week the old garbage truck will go to the auction.

	
	Pumphouse
	
	There have been a few call outs at the Pumphouse, but nothing serious. 

Water consumption has been down from last summer and the wells are keeping up quite easily.

	
	Vehicles
	
	All is fine.

	
	Other
	
	We trimmed the trees along Railway Avenue to make it easier to mow.

Border is just about done with 57 Avenue - basically all they have left is to cut the ditches and spread black dirt into the ditches so that they can plant grass.

We have taken the trees down over the power wire at the East Lift Station and we are currently bucking them up and hauling them out to the Transfer Site.  We took down 11 quite large trees so we will be hauling for awhile (but it is 11 less trees to mow around).

Northside Construction has gotten the highway bore done and the Atco gas line done as well. I have been visiting the site a couple of times a day and am quite impressed with their workmanship and attitude. It will look quite nice when they are all finished. They plan on being done towards the end of next week.

Conoco is reclaiming a lease east of the shop yard and are making a mess of the streets with all the trucks hauling dirt out. They are hauling something like 400 loads of dirt out and replacing it with clean fill.  After all the dirt hauling is done we will sweep the streets so that they look nice.

The grass does not want to quit growing this year, the mowers are still going pretty steady trying to keep up.
Rick advised the old garbage truck will be going to auction this week and the paving patches should be started on Tuesday, August 25th.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Rick left the meeting at 7:31 p.m.

	
	
	
	

	6.
	Bylaws, Projects
Local Improvement Plan Bylaw – 57 Avenue #700/10

Res.295/10


	6.1
	Council reviewed Bylaw #700/10, being a Bylaw to impose a local improvement tax in respect of all lands that directly benefit from the construction of the 57 Avenue Local Improvement Project.  First and second readings were given at the July 26, 2010 meeting.

Moved by Councillor Walker to give Bylaw #700/10 third and final reading.  All in favour.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	7.
	Reports
	7.2
	Administrator’s Report 

	
	AlbertaFirst.com Dissolution
	
	 This is the final year for AlbertaFirst.com’s operations.  The Board is working to ensure that much of AlbertaFirst.com continues to live on in a variety of formats.  They are working with the province to create a system of hosting and deploying the Alberta community profiles.  The business directory will be the responsibility of the municipality and AlbertaFirst is investigating a variety of options to assist municipalities with this transition.  A meeting is being planned for September for approval by the membership for the Company wind down.

	
	57th Ave Road Construction Project
	
	Paving is completed.  Final work on approaches and ditches being completed.  

	
	Lift Station/Forced Main Project

	
	Tenders closed Aug. 12/10.  Stantec Engineering reviewed tenders and made recommendation to Council.  Once Council awards a tender, the project will start.

	
	North Outlet Storm Project
	
	Construction has started.

	
	Fire Dept. Audit
	
	As per Eckville Fire Dept. Policy 116, Lacombe Regional Fire Service has conducted an audit of the Fire Dept. and report that the results are very good and commend Fire Chief Gord Balon for his hard work.  The audit covers standard operating guidelines, training, FOIPP, respiratory protection, equipment maintenance, vehicles, and fire reports.

	
	Meetings, Workshops, Functions Attended
	
	Aug. 3/10; met with a rep from CN Rail to discuss the railway ties issue and a Plan of Action.

Aug. 6/10:  met with the consultants working with the Lacombe Regional Emergency Management Partnership to discuss our local emergency management.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	 7.3  
	Financial Report
The Financial Reports for May, June and July 2010 were reviewed by Council.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7.4
	Development Officer’s Report
As at July 29th there have been 17 Development Permits issued with a value of $910,200.   One Demolition Permit has been issued to date in 2010.  For the same period in the prior year 23 Development permits were issued, total value $834,534., and one Demolition Permit.

Kilian Estates – there are presently 26 lots rented in Phase I with 4 lots vacant and 5 lots are rented in Phase II.

Fourteen lots have been sold in McDonald Heights, with 11 homes completed.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7.5
	Website Usage Statistics Report

The Website Usage Statistics Report from January to July 2010 was reviewed by Council.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7.6
	SeeVirtual360.com Tour Visits Report

The July 2010 SeeVirtual360.com Tour Visits Report was reviewed by Council.

	
	
	
	

	
	Res.296/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Krecsy that the Foreman’s, Administrator’s, Financial, Development Officer’s, Website Usage Statistics and SeeVirtual360.com Tour Visits Reports be received for information.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Press left the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

	
	
	
	

	8.
	Committee, Board Reports
Mayor Posti

Res.297/10
	8.1
	August 5 – Bentley Parade
August 17 – PCPS Board Meeting

August 21 – CARA Windup
Moved by Councillor Walker that the Committee, Board Report be received for information.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	9.
	Correspondence, Information Items
	
	

	
	Government of Alberta – Streets Improvement Program
	9.1
	Correspondence was received from the Office of the Infrastructure Manager with the Government of Alberta advising that total grants payments under the Streets Improvement Program for the Town of Eckville are $60,120 for 2009 and $60,120 for 2010.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Minister of the Environment – Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations
	9.2
	A letter of response was received from the Minister of the Environment regarding the proposed Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations.  The Town of Eckville had submitted a letter regarding the regulations and the financial impact they will have on the municipality and its taxpayers.  The response states that the comments received will be taken into consideration prior to approving the regulations.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Alberta TrailNet Society – Zone 7 Trail Mapping Project
	9.3
	Correspondence was received from Alberta TrailNet advising that a regional trail map for the Central Alberta area is being developed.

	
	
	
	 

	
	FCM – Report by PBO on Stimulus Projects
	9.4
	A report by the Parliamentary Budget Officer on Stimulus Projects was received.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Lacombe County – 2009 Schedule of Revenues and Expenses – Eckville Shared Fire
	9.5
	A copy of the Schedule of Revenues and Expenditures for the Eckville shared fire equipment for the year ending December 31, 2009 was received from Lacombe County.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Clean Air Strategic Alliance (CASA) – 2009 CASA Annual Report
	9.6
	The 2009 CASA Annual Report was received and reviewed by Council.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Parkland Regional Library – Roles and Responsibilities of Municipal Councils
	9.7
	A brochure on Municipal Council Roles and Responsibilities concerning Municipal Library Boards in Alberta was received from Parkland Regional Library.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Alberta Culture and Community Spirit – Alberta Arts Days 2010
	9.8
	Correspondence was received from Alberta Culture and Community Spirit advising that Alberta Arts Days 2010 will occur September 17-19 and inviting municipalities to participate or promote this celebration.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Alberta Health Services (AHS) – Improvements to Health Care System
	9.9
	 A letter was received from AHS advising that many initiatives are underway to improve quality, access and sustainability of the Alberta health care system.

	
	
	
	 

	
	Res. 298/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Krecsy that the correspondence and information items be received for information.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	10.
	Seminars, Meetings, Special Events
	10.1
	Government of Alberta – Alberta Emergency Alert Training.  Councillors Ebden and Krecsy and Administrator Kleeberger will attend the Oct.14/10 training session in Lacombe.

	
	
	10.2
	Agri-Environmental Partnership of Alberta – Fall Water Workshop – November 9, 2010

	
	
	10.3
	Alberta Council of Technologies – The Alberta Clean-tech Industry

	
	
	10.4
	AltaLink – Western Alberta Transmission Line Open House – August 26, 2010

	
	
	10.5
	Alberta Recycling Conference – September 8-10, 2010

	
	
	
	Administrator Kleeberger also advised that the Fall Registration Fair is on September 8th.  Staff will put some information together for the event.



	
	Res.299/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Walker that the Seminars, Meetings, and Special Events be received for information.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	11.
	In Camera

Res.300/10

Res.301/10

Res.302/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Walker that the meeting moves in camera excluding all persons except Council members, Administrator Kleeberger and Staff member Susan Norberg to discuss matters relating to land issues.  Time: 8:05 p.m. Carried.

Moved by Councillor van Boeschoten that the meeting comes out of camera and reverts back to the regular meeting.  Time:  8:19 p.m.  Carried.
Moved by Councillor Ebden that Council is not prepared to re-open the previous agreement regarding the proposed Country Lane Meadows residential development and as requested the Town will return all design documents to the developer.

Councillor van Boeschoten requested a recorded vote.

In favor – Mayor Posti, Councillor Ebden, Councillor Humphrey, Councillor Kinley, Councillor Krecsy, Councillor van Boeschoten, Councillor Walker.  Opposed – none.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	12.
	Committee of the Whole
	12.1
	Deferred

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	13.
	Adjournment

Res.303/10
	13.1
	Moved by Mayor Posti that the meeting be adjourned.  Time: 8:52 p.m. Carried.


___________________________________

_____________________________________

Mayor






Administrator  [image: image1]
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