
TOWN OF ECKVILLE – COUNCIL MINUTES

Special Meeting

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Council Chambers   

	
	The meeting was called by Mayor Helen Posti 7:07 pm.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss matters pertaining to the Cemetery Clean Up and Personnel matters.



	Call to Order

Present
	Present:


· Mayor Helen Posti, Councillors Dale Chretien, Colleen Ebden, Kevin See, Andrew Van Dirstein and John Walker.

· Staff:  CAO Therese Kleeberger, Public Works Foreman Rick McKinnon

· Press:  Carson Papke, Eckville Echo

	
	

	
	Mayor Posti informed Council that she had spoken to Municipal Affairs and under the Municipal Government Act Council has only one employee – the CAO – and that any matters pertaining to other staff are under the direction of the CAO and must be in camera.

	
	

	In Camera

Res. 278/11
	Moved by Mayor Posti that the meeting moves in camera excluding all persons except Council members and Staff members Therese Kleeberger and Rick McKinnon. Time: 7:11 p.m. Carried.

	
	

	Out of Camera

Res. 279/11
	Moved by Councillor Walker that the meeting come out of camera.  Time:  7:15 p.m.  Carried.

	
	

	
	Mayor Posti called a recess at 7:15 p.m. as a number of Council members have not been to the cemetery and wished to go and see it. 

	
	

	
	Council re-convened the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

	
	

	Cemetery Clean Up
	Council questioned Administrator Therese Kleeberger concerning the occurrence of events that took place:

July 4 – Therese attended with Rick for an onsite visit to discuss maintenance and clean up of the cemetery.  This included removal of loose floral pieces and other loose items, leveling of headstones and adding soil to sunken plots.

July 7 – Rick reported that the majority of the work was completed at the cemetery and Mayor Posti, Therese and Rick went out to view the work that was completed.

July 27 – phone call received from a family member enquiring about removal of the plastic border around a flowerbed that was planted on the gravesite.   

Councillor Ebden and Public Works Foreman Rick McKinnon re-entered the meeting at 8:07 p.m.

Sept. 6/11 - upon return from holidays on Sept. 6/11 I was advised by staff that families had gone to the Eckville Echo expressing their dismay about the acts that were done at the cemetery.  As well two letters were received at the office.  A number of family members stopped in at the office over the next couple of days and discussed the situation with the Administrator.

Councillor Van Dirstein then asked if any good compliments have been received.  There has been a number of verbal responses about how good the cemetery looks now.

Foreman Rick McKinnon said the clean up was done July 5 and 6.

	
	

	Apology Letter
	Council reviewed the draft apology letter.  Councillor Chretien stated that, from what he has seen and heard, there does not need to be an apology.  Mayor Posti feels an apology should be given.  Council agreed that the staff who cleaned the cemetery done it in accordance with the Cemetery bylaw and having viewed the cemetery personally, are completely satisfied with its appearance.  The apology letter was revised and will be published in the Eckville Echo and personally sent to the families.

	
	

	
	Carson Papke, Eckville Echo, withdrew from the meeting at 8:55 p.m.

	
	

	In Camera

Res. 280/11
	Moved by Councillor Van Dirstein that the meeting moves in camera excluding all persons except Council members and Staff members Therese Kleeberger and Rick McKinnon to discuss personnel matters. Time: 8:56 p.m. Carried.

	
	

	Out of Camera

Res. 281/11
	Moved by Councillor Chretien that the meeting come out of camera.  Time: 10:05 p.m.  Carried.

	
	

	Adjournment
Res. 282/11
	Moved by Mayor Posti that the meeting adjourn.  Time:  10:06 p.m.  Carried.

	
	

	
	

	
	
	______________________________

	
	
	Mayor

	
	
	

	
	
	______________________________

	
	
	CAO
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