TOWN OF ECKVILLE





             BYLAW #707 / 11
LAND USE BYLAW AMENDMENT
A Bylaw of the Town of Eckville in the Province of Alberta to amend the Land Use Bylaw of the Town of Eckville known as Bylaw 610/98.

WHEREAS it is deemed necessary and expedient to amend the present Land Use Bylaw No. 610/98 and, 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, being Chapter M-26 of the Revised Statutes of Alberta, 2000, and amendments thereto, the Council of the Town of Eckville duly assembled enacts as follows:

Approves amendments to the Land Use Bylaw as follows:

By adding to Part One Section 1.3 Definitions of the Bylaw:

“A-board sign” means a self supporting A-shaped sign which is set upon the ground and has no external supporting structure.”

By amending Part Two Section 2.2 to read:

Development Not Requiring a Development Permit:

(j) one accessory building used as a garden or tool shed on a residential parcel, such building not to exceed 10m2 (108 sq. ft.) in floor area and 2.5 m (8.2 ft.) in height

By amending Schedule B Section 5 (Signs) of the Bylaw to read:
5(1)
General Provisions

(a) A sign shall not conflict with the general character of the surrounding streetscape or the architecture of nearby buildings or be liable to create a cluttered appearance to the streetscape.

(b) No sign shall project higher than the roofline of the building to which it is attached.

(c) A sign shall not project closer than 0.75 m (2.46 ft.)  to the existing or future curb line.

(d) Where a sign projects over public property, a minimum clearance of 2.5 m (8.20 ft.) above grade level shall be maintained.

(e) Notwithstanding subsection (d), where a sign is located in or projects into or over a driveway or other area of vehicle movement, a minimum clearance of 4.6 m (15.09 ft.) above grade level shall be maintained.

(f) A sign shall not obstruct the view of or be liable to be confused with an official traffic sign, signal or device or otherwise pose a potential hazard to traffic.

(g) A sign shall not display lights which may be mistaken for the flashing lights customarily associated with danger or those used by police, fire, ambulance or other emergency vehicles.

(h) A sign shall not be placed on the right of way of a road or on any municipal property without the approval of the municipality.

5(2)
Fascia and Projecting Signs


(a)
No fascia or projecting sign shall be lower than 2.5 m (8.20 ft.) above grade, except in the case of signs intended solely for the information of pedestrians in which case the height shall be determined by the Municipal Planning Commission having regard, amongst other things, to clarity and safety.


(b)
No fascia or projecting sign on a single storey building shall be higher than the eave line of the building.


(c)
No fascia sign shall project more than 0.4 m (1.31 ft.) over a street or public property.


(d)
No fascia or projecting sign on a building two or more storey’s in height shall be higher than the sill level of the second floor windows or the equivalent height in the case of attachment to a blank wall.


(e)
The maximum size for projecting signs shall be 1 m² (10.76 sq.ft.).


(f)
On corner sites, projecting signs shall be placed at equal angles to the walls that form the corner and on other sites, at right angles to the wall.


(g)
Projecting signs shall not project more than 1 m (3.28 ft.) over a street or public property.


(h)
Only one projecting sign may be erected on each street frontage of a building.

5(3)
Freestanding Signs and Billboards


(a)
No freestanding sign or billboard shall extend beyond 6 m (19.68 ft.) above grade or be larger than 4.5 m² (48.44 sq.ft.) except in a Highway Commercial District where



(i)
the maximum in all cases, other than a district shopping centre, shall be 


7 m (22.97 ft.) in height and 9.5 m² (102.26 sq.ft.) in area, and



(ii)
at a district shopping centre, the maximum shall be 8.5 m (27.89 ft.)  in height and 14 m² (150.70 sq.ft.).


(b)
Only one freestanding sign or billboard may be erected on each of a parcel’s boundaries with a street.


(c)
No freestanding sign or billboard shall be erected in such proximity to a Public Recreation District that it would detract from the natural aesthetics of that District.


(d)
Freestanding signs and billboards shall be separated by a minimum distance of 30 m (98.43 ft.) from each other.


(e)
Freestanding signs and billboards shall only be erected on sites to which their display relates except in the case of



(i)
advance directional signs which may be approved by the Municipal Planning Commission in locations where it considers the free and safe flow of traffic may be enhanced, or



(ii)
signs used solely by community organizations.

5(4)
Portable Signs

Notwithstanding Part 2, Section 2.2 (l) (iv),


(a)
No portable signs, with the exception of A-boards, relating to a commercial enterprise may be placed on any public property.


(b)
Any portable signs deemed by the Development Officer or the Municipal Planning Commission to be in contravention of Sections 5(4) and 5(8)(a) may be subject to immediate removal of the sign by the Town of Eckville or its designates with no notice given to the owner of the sign.


(c)
Only one portable sign shall be permitted on a parcel at any one time.


(d)
No portable sign shall be higher than 3 m (9.84 ft.) above grade or larger than 



4 m² (43.05 sq.ft.).

(e)
Portable signs with changeable copy shall be permitted on all properties containing approved commercial uses, or if they are related to public or quasi-public uses, with the exception of Home Occupations.

(f)
All off-premise portable signs are subject to a 30-day display period.
5(5)
Awning Signs

Awning signs shall only be permitted if the awning is a minimum of 2.5 m (8.20 ft.) above grade level.

5(6)
Other Signs

The Municipal Planning Commission may approve other signs subject to the General Provisions of subsection 5(1).

5(7)
Sign Removal

Where a sign no longer fulfills its function under the terms of the approved development permit, the Municipal Planning Commission may recommend that the Council resolve to order the removal of such a sign, and the lawful owner of the sign or where applicable, the registered property owner, shall, upon such a resolution,


(i)
remove such a sign and all related structural components within 30 days from the date of receipt of such a removal notice,


(ii)
restore the immediate area around the sign to the satisfaction of the Municipal Planning Commission,


(iii)
bear all the costs related to such removal and restoration.

5(8)
Signs on Sidewalks



5.8.1
A-board signs shall be allowed to be placed on sidewalks in the Central Commercial District subject to the following:




(a)  Signs to be a maximum of 0.61 m (2 ft) wide and 0.91 (3 ft) high




(b)  Signs shall be placed on the sidewalk in a location that allows at least 1.2 m (3.9 ft) minimum width for pedestrian traffic.




(c)  Signs shall not impede the views of pedestrians or street traffic.




(d)  Signs shall be placed against the building.




(e)  Signs shall only be allowed on sidewalks during hours when the business to which the sign relates is open to the public.




(f)  Signs shall be limited to one (1) sign per business to be placed directly in front of the building in which the business is located.




(g)  Signs must be constructed of a material such that a rigid frame is provided.

5(9)
Signs in Residential Districts



5.9.1
Approved businesses located in residential districts are excluded from this section and fall under the other sections of this bylaw for signage provisions.



5.9.2
Signs shall not exceed 60 cm x 45 cm (24” x 18”).



5.9.3
Signs located on a parcel that is used as a place of worship shall not exceed 3m2 and shall not be illuminated, fluorescent, or moving.



5.9.3
Signs advertising a home occupation or home office shall be located within a window or, at the discretion of the Development Officer, located on the building or other suitable location on the site in which the office or occupation is carried on.



5.9.4
Signs advertising garage and auction sales are permitted one day before and on the actual date of the sale.



5.9.5
Signs shall be in good taste and compatible with the character of the neighborhood.



5.9.6
Signs advertising commercial activities off site are not permitted.

That this Bylaw shall take effect upon final passing thereof.
READ a first time this  _9_        day of   May  , 2011
PUBLIC MEETING HELD _13     day of __June   , 2011
READ a second time this __13     day of __June   , 2011
READ a third and final time this __13    day of __June   , 2011





____________________________________






Mayor






____________________________________






Administrator

PAGE  

